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Despite weather, thousands attend March for Life
BY LUIS GONZALEZ
SHFwire

WASHINGTON – It has been 43
years since the Supreme Court’s decision in Roe v. Wade made abortion legal. For the 42nd straight year,
anti-abortion activists gathered on
the National Mall and marched to the
Supreme Court.
With the hope that one day Roe v.
Wade will be overturned, men and
women, young and old, American
and international, those opposed
to abortion braved the cold to express their beliefs – even if that
meant staying in Washington an
extra day or two.
Some groups canceled trips because
of the predicted record snowfall.
“We’re here to stand for the truth
that all life is sacred from conception
to natural death,” said Sister Anna
Grace, who has been part of the Sisters of St. Cecilia in Nashville, Tenn.,
for the last 19 years. “We would like
to speak for those who can’t speak for
themselves, the most vulnerable.”
Grace and other members of her
order drove 11 hours overnight from
Nashville to be at the march. Their
plan is to return home Sunday, but
like most others at the march, they
were prepared for delays because of
the weather.
Thomas LaPointe, 26, of Lakeland,
Fla., was at his second consecutive
march chaperoning over 30 students
from Santa Fe Catholic High School
and St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in
Polk County, Fla. The group arrived
Thursday night and will be forced to
stay at least an extra night at their hotel before returning home.
Before heading to the National
Mall, some of the group’s chaperones
made sure they were prepared for the
weekend storm. They made a trip to
a WalMart.
“We know a lot of stuff is going to
be closed,” LaPointe said. “We had
to prepare earlier this morning just
to make sure the kids have something to eat.”
The sacrifices they made to be in
Washington, and the delays they
might experience, didn’t seem to
worry LaPointe and the rest of the
thousands of marchers. The statement being made by their presence

HEATHER KHALIFA / SHFWIRE
Ricardo Zavala, 16, of Palacios Texas was one of thousands that stood out in the cold for this year’s March for Life.

HEATHER KHALIFA / SHFWIRE
Constitution Avenue was close off from traffic for the march.
on their beliefs and views about the
state of American society was much
more important to them.
“Our culture right now does not
respect the dignity of life like it
should,” LaPointe said. “This is, I
think, one of the best ways we can
fight that. It’s a peaceful march, a

peaceful process, and that’s absolutely critical to maintain.”
In a statement, President Barack
Obama reaffirmed his disagreement
with abortion opponents. Obama
celebrated the anniversary of Roe v.
Wade and said he will keep working
to protect the decision.

“As we commemorate this day,
we also redouble our commitment
to protecting these constitutional
rights,” Obama said. “Including protecting a woman’s access to safe, affordable health care and her right to
reproductive freedom from efforts to
undermine or overturn them.”

Just as Obama promised to continue protecting abortion rights,
abortion opponents promised to keep
fighting them.
According to Tait Pilegaard, 26,
a freshman at Christendom College, in Front Royal, Va., the march
in bad weather showed exactly how
committed this segment of the
American population is. After expressing his support for the cause,
Pilegaard applauded the effort of
those in at the march.
“That’s an amazing sacrifice,” Pilegaard said. “That’s showing the perseverance of the American people and
that shouldn’t be taken lightly. We’re
talking about life and death. … This is
a fight and we’re here to stay.”
With several states passing laws
leading to the closing of abortion clinics and the Supreme Court preparing
to hear the case challenging a Texas
law restricting abortion practice,
abortion is at the center of American
life as much as it has ever been.
With many people who had
planned to attend the march canceling their trips to Washington, braving
the cold and changing plans to support the cause was not only admired
by all of those in at the rally but attendance but also enjoyed as a privilege.
“Fortunately, in a way it’s kind of a
blessing, I think, if our flight gets canceled or we can’t get out early because
I want to be here and I know these
youth want to be here,” LaPointe said.
Only a small number of anti-abortion protesters stopped to take a break
at the Supreme Court, where a short
prayer and protest had been planned.
A majority opted to march directly to
the nearest Metro station.
Protesters were scheduled to lobby
with lawmakers on Capitol Hill after
the long march from the Washington Monument, but the winter storm
forced federal buildings to close
hours before the march ended.
The protesters marched on despite
the falling snow.
Reach reporter Luis Gonzalez at luis.gonzalez@scripps.
com or 202-408-1493. SHFWire stories are free to any news
organization that gives the reporter a byline and credits the
SHFWire. SFHWire reporter Eric Payne also contributed to
this story. Like the Scripps Howard Foundation Wire interns
on Facebook and follow us on Twitter and Instagram.

Texas Tribune convenes to discuss educational attainment
BY JULIO CESAR-CHAVEZ
The Prospector

UTEP hosted a Texas Tribune discussion Friday, Jan. 22, taking a look
at urban public education in the state
of Texas.
The first talk concentrated on
changing demographics in public
schools, while the second covered
the complexities of social and emotional learning.
The third phase of discussion centered around the importance and
challenges faced by school systems
trying to get more high school students into colleges and universities.
Challenges, the panel members
said, that can’t be dealt with by only
one side.
“College people don’t really understand high school and high school
people don’t really understand college,” said Daniel King, superintendent of the Pharr-San Juan-Alamo
Independent School District.
King emphasized the need for universities and local school districts
to coordinate, working together to
encourage more students to go after
post-secondary education.

That encouragement, the panel
said, is about more than simply having more students apply to and graduate from universities.
“We need to make sure the students
have options and that they know what
those options are,” King said.
Among those options, panel members discussed, more paths than a
traditional college education should
be presented.
“Technical training is still college,”
said William Serrata, El Paso Community College president.
Serrata said many students think
the only path after graduation is a
traditional college education. While
he said more should be aware of
technical careers, he said that those
who follow them do so as much as
they can, and become professionals
in their field.
Finding out how to maximize each
student’s potential is no easy task.
“There isn’t just one solution, there
are a million solutions,” said Susan
Hull, superintendent of the Grand
Prairie Independent School District.
Despite the hard work that would
be required, they also agreed the efforts would be worth it.

“The more you learn, the more you
earn,” Serrata said.
BEYOND THE BACHELOR’S
As efforts increase to have more
students enter colleges, some are con-

We need to make
sure the students
have options and that
they know what those
options are.

- Daniel King,
superintendent of the
Pharr-San Juan-Alamo
Independent School District

cerned job requirements may increase
as the job market gains more people
with the same qualifications.
Fears, others say, should not be felt
much.
“Most of the companies that come
recruit here are looking for undergraduate degrees,” said Craig Thompson, associate director of the UTEP
Career Services.
Thompson clarified that although
some companies are asking for more
than just a degree, it does not mean
students would need a master’s degree
to get a job instead of a bachelor’s.
“It doesn’t really mean the degree
isn’t worth anything, it’s that they
are looking for job-specific criteria,”
Thompson said.
He said those companies that ask
for more than a degree usually look
for students who have had previous experience in similar positions
which give the students extra training for the job.
Those job-specific criteria, Thompson said, are gained by internships
and work experiences the students
seek out while still in college. He said
the experiences might give students a
chance to learn things they wouldn’t
normally in a classroom setting.

Students agree that out-of-class
experience is crucial to finding a job
after graduation.
“It’ll give you an advantage over
other people who don’t have experience and just do the [academic]
work,” said Cassandra Kuntz, a junior
literature major.
For some students it means more
than just working in internships.
Junior political science major
Miguel Alvarez said he wants to go
into law enforcement, but was advised
to not follow the criminal justice degree plan. Instead he is studying political science, and plans to approach
his career from a different angle.
He said with the number of people
going into law enforcement with
criminal justice degrees, a political
science degree will set him apart from
the crowd.
“People should do extra work,
should stand out and should go the
extra mile, because in the end it pays
out,” Alvarez said.
Julio Cesar-Chavez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
news@gmail.com.
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MindCanvis coloring books promote interactive art

SPECIAL TO THE PROSPECTOR
”Spirit Animals” is the title of the coloring book illustrated by Carlos Gonzalez.

BY JULIA HETTIGER
The Prospector

While some may take up exercising or knitting, many have found the
old childhood ritual of coloring can
be a relaxing way to unwind after a
day of stress. Artist Carlos Gonzalez,
art director at MindCanvis Publishing, has brought the fun back to col-

oring for adults with the release of
his coloring book “Spirit Animals,”
which features 30 pages of drawn
out animals waiting to be colored.
The coloring book, which can be
purchased on Amazon or at Barnes
and Noble, includes engaging and
interactive art created to give artists and non-artists alike the opportunity to unleash their creativity.

Gonzalez, who is a UTEP alumnus,
said he gets his artistic inspiration from everything and anything.
“I’ve been drawing since I was 2
years old, so I’ve been doing it pretty much my whole life,” Gonzalez
said. “Sometimes it doesn’t all make
sense in the moment, but I usually catalog everything in my head
and use it later. I get inspired by life

and different events, things that
have happened or might happen.”
Enrique Macias, MindCanvis’
co-founder, said they chose to do
coloring books because demand
was growing and it became the
perfect medium for Gonzalez to
get his talents out into the world.
Macias said that past projects have
yielded very little monetary return,
but were done simply to be creative.
“I’ve always known Carlos has an
amazing talent, so we needed to give
it the visibility it deserved,” Macias
said. “Once we realized the coloring
book phenomenon was overtaking
the art scene, we figured it was a great
medium to showcase what Carlos
has the ability to do, and at the same
time, creating the experience to not
only let people enjoy his art, but take
part in being the artist themselves.”
In addition to making the art interactive, the duo behind MindCanvis also believe coloring can
help people alleviate stress and take
their mind off everyday pressures.
“Not only does it draw on your
childhood, but it does it in a way
that you’re not worrying about your
emails or text messages or your bills,”
Gonzalez said. “It does it in a meditative way that maybe people have
tried in the past, but haven’t explored
it enough to say ‘wow, this is a better alternative to managing stress.’”
Irena Fierro, junior studio art major, said art—particularly drawing
and coloring—helps alleviate her
stress by giving her a nice distraction.

“It gives me a sort of distraction
from over thinking and gives me full
attention and focus to the current
subject I am working on,” Fierro said.
Carlos Gonzalez, who was born in
Los Angeles but grew up in El Paso,
said being raised here gave him the
drive to strive for bigger and better things within the art world.
“I learned a lot about etiquette,”
Gonzalez said. “If you love it
enough, put in the work to get it
done, and growing up in El Paso in
that sense gave me the work ethic.”
To celebrate the release of “Spirit
Animals,” Trade Craft coffee shop
and bar will have an adult coloring book meet up on Feb. 4.
“This upcoming one is our second one so far,” said Joe Jimenez,
an employee at Trade Craft. “When
the idea for this event came about
we knew it would be popular. However, we didn’t expect the huge
turnout

we

ended

up

getting.”

For more information about the coloring books or the meet up at Trade
Craft, visit MindCanvis’ Facebook
page or website at mindcanvis.com.
Julia Hettiger may be reached at theprospectordaily.
ent@gmail.com.

QUESTION OF THE WEEK

How do you feel about coloring to relieve stress?
MICHAELA ROMAN, ANGEL ULLOA/ THE PROSPECTOR

CINDY VAN

DANIEL GUILLEN

DIANA DE LA ROSA

ISAIAH ALFARO

KIANA SCHULTZ

“I think it’s a great idea. Sometimes we just
need to take a step back and relieve our
stress somehow. I would try it.”

“I think they do help. It helps you focus on
something else, they’re good during leisure
time.”

“I think the coloring book is a good thing for
older people, because it’s a good distraction of the mind. I would use them, not right
now, but maybe later on if I was stressed.”

“I feel like they’re a good stress reliever for
people who have the patience to. I personally wouldn’t because I don’t like coloring,
but I do see the benefit.”

“I think it’s a good idea but I think I would
get distracted instead of actually focusing
on my school work.”

JAVIER ROMERO

SYDNEY WHARTON

MUAYAD MOHAMMED

ROSA ESCALERA

NICKOLAS GOTTWINTER

“I think these coloring books are a new
perspective to the children’s coloring books,
but I would not use these as stress relievers
because I’m not into coloring.”

“I feel like this is a great invention and
I’m really excited about it. I think I would
invest in one, I’m taking a lot of hours this
semester and I think it would be good to sit
back and scribble.”

“I heard from my friend, she likes adult
coloring books and they work well. I would
use them too.”

Senior biochemistry major

Freshman kinesiology major

Junior engineering major

Sophomore pre-pharmacy major

Freshman social work major

Junior civil engineering major

Freshman philosophy major

Freshman forensic chemistry major
“I think it’s cool because you see these

everywhere, but this person is from El Paso
and it’s good to see someone from here
get out there like that, and I’ve used some
before but I would use his also.

Sophomore psychology major

Sophomore civil engineering major
“I don’t really care about these adult coloring books, because I would probably never
use one, not even as a stress reliever.”
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ADRIAN BROADDUS, 747-7477

Women’s post best start in program history
the Panthers without two key players:
Turner and Chrishauna Parker. Parker had to attend a funeral in Houston, and Turner had concussion-like
symptoms from the FAU game, and
was kept out of the game.
As these difficulties struck the team,
it was time for players to step up and
fill the gap. Lulu McKinney started in
the empty
guard spot, making this her second start of the season.
Alongside Breedlove, McKinney
overcame the stress and led a dominating 69-57 campaign over the Panthers. With the help of Breedlove’s
three 3-pointers in the first quarter,
the Miners stormed out to a 24-7 lead.
FIU could not come back in the contest. Breedlove (20 points, five steals)
led the Miners in scoring, followed by
McKinney (17).
“I’m extremely proud of this team,”
Adams said. “It was a great team win.”

defense, she contributes with 16 steals

Southern Miss (10-7, 3-3 C-USA)
enters Thursday’s contest trying to
put aside a disappointing 72-37 loss
to Louisiana Tech. Led by guard Brittanny Dinkins and freshman center
Caitlin Jenkins, this squad is balanced
beyond the arc and inside the post.
Dinkins is able to shoot and dish out
the ball, leading the team with 58 assists and posting a positive 12.1 points
per game. Jenkins leads the team in
points per game (12.8), blocks (32)
and rebounds per game (10.4).

tion for steals (53, 2.3 per game). They

Louisiana Tech (9-8, 4-2 C-USA)
comes into week 12 of the NCAA
schedule on a hot streak, much like
the Miners. Despite losing two of
their first three conference games,
the Bulldogs have won three straight.
They currently rank fourth in C-USA
standings. Senior guard/forward
Brandi Wingate leads the team on
both ends on the ball. She leads the
team with 16.8 points per game and
shoots 57 percent from the floor. On

also hold a 42.3 field goal percentage.

About the Golden Eagles

MICHAELA ROMAN/ THE PROSPECTOR
UTEP women’s basketball has won eight straight games and is currently undefeated in Conference USA.

BY ADRIAN BROADDUS
The Prospector
A historic season in the making
rolls on for the Lady Miners as they
come home to face Southern Miss
(Thursday, Jan. 28) and Louisiana
Tech (Saturday, Jan. 30) in the Don
Haskins Center.
The Miners (16-1, 7-0 ConferenceUSA) are off to the best start in program history. They are currently on
an eight-game winning streak and
currently ranked 31st in the nation,

according to the NCAA Women’s
Basketball RPI. The only other CUSA team with an undefeated conference record is Western Kentucky
(7-0).
Before returning to the Don
Haskins Center, the squad overcame
adversity on their two-game road trip
to Florida last weekend.
After trailing Florida Atlantic 3018 deep into the second quarter, they
rallied with a 60-36 run and took the
win, 78-66. Jenzel Nash, Cameasha
Turner, Starr Breedlove and Sparkle

Taylor recorded 17, 16, 15 and 14
points, respectively. The four accounted for 79.5 percent of the team’s
points.
Head coach Keitha Adams commended her team for their comefrom-behind victory, and called the
game “a hard-fought win against a
good team.”
The second roadblock for the Miners came after their victory against
FAU. Without much rest, they had
to travel to Florida International for
Saturday’s game; but they had to face

he is still a freakishly good athlete.
But the slight deterioration is obvious, he gets beat off the dribble by
smaller guards more often, he does
not elevate as high with the same consistency and his effort on defense has
dropped significantly in the past two
seasons.
LeBron has resorted to what could
be called the cherry picker defense,
rather than recover on blow bys, he
opts to sprint down the court for easy
baskets via outlet passes, in hopes that
the man he defended turns the ball
over or misses the shot.
He constantly poaches for steals,
roams around in the half court and
now rarely covers the opposing team’s
best players unless it’s his positional
matchup.
He still puts in effort on defense,
but not like the LeBron of old. This
is not because he’s an NBA diva, who
doesn’t care, it is just a side effect of
aging in the NBA. For most greats,
the first thing that goes along with
their athleticism is their defense.
I’m not saying LeBron has gone full
James Harden circa 2014, but he does
show signs of being a bad defender
from time to time.
Next on the agenda are the numbers. It is simple, the stats do not lie.
You could look at how his points, re-

bounds, assists, steals and blocks per
game averages have all dropped, but
those are not good indicators in explaining a decline.
The five major per game averages
can easily be doctored by playing
more minutes or increasing usage
percentage, they don’t really delve
into how efficient a player is. At the
heart of LeBron’s greatness is, or was,
his efficiency.
He is the most efficient player since
the turn of the century, and possibly of all-time. He’s led the NBA in
player efficiency, a heavily weighted
advanced offensive statistic six times,
which is only second to Michael Jordan and Wilt Chamberlain, who did
it seven times.
PER is definitely a flawed stat that
is not kind to great defensive players, but it’s baseline reading is pretty
good, the season-by-season leaders in
PER are usually the best players in the
league.
He had a seven-year stretch where
his field goal percentage improved
every season, with his peak year coming in the 2013-14 season with a mind
boggling field goal percentage of 56.7.
Lastly, during the 2012-13 NBA season, LeBron set an NBA record with
six straight 30-point games, where he
shot over 60 percent from the field.

Scouting the Bulldogs

for the season.

Home is where the heart is
The Miners are currently perfect (60) when playing in the Don Haskins
Center. This is the second-longest
winning streak at home in program
history. Under coach Adams, the
2007-08 team was the only team to go
14-0 at home. They have already assured a winning record at home this
season.

Defense wins championships
The squad has gained national attention for their defensive pursuit.
UTEP currently ranks sixth in the
nation for steals (180 total, 12 per
game). Breedlove is 23rd in the nahave held foes to under 35.2 percent
shooting from the floor and 28.5 percent from 3-point range.

Scoring sensation
Through 17 games, the Miners have
recorded a +13.4-scoring margin over
opponents. Four Miners average 10
or more points per game, including
Nash (14.0 ppg), Turner (11.9), Taylor (11.5) and Breedlove (11.1). They
As part of their two home games
at the Don Haskins Center, they will
allow free admission to Thursday’s
game against Southern Miss for their
annual Pack the House night. Tip off
will be at 7:05 p.m.
Adrian Broaddus may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

Lebron on the downhill slippery slope
BY JAVIER CORTEZ
The Prospector

Instead of writing a cool, hip introduction to this
column, let me
make it clear why
this is being written. Our sports editor heard some reports about some
radio personalities saying that LeBron James is on the decline, and he
wanted me to give my take.
Is LeBron James on the decline?
Short answer is yes.
Before we get into the details, let
me preface one last time and say that
everything that follows is not pro- or
anti-LeBron, it is just the reality of his
situation.
LeBron James is on the decline. His
best years are behind him. He is slowly becoming less and less athletically
dominant, and his stranglehold as the
NBA’s best player is not as firm as it
used to be.
You could go even further and say
that LeBron is not the best player in
the league anymore. LeBron is on the
decline, which can be proven by three
factors: health, statistics and consistent impact on a game-to-game basis.
He is not the athlete he used to be,
and that is saying something, because

To summarize, LeBron was an extremely efficient player in his prime,
which is not the case anymore. His
PER has dropped, his field goal percentage has dropped, his shooting
percentage from 10 feet and out has
plummeted. In fact he has become a
poor mid-range to long range jump
shooter.
I can go on and on, so I will. His
true shooting percentage, win shares,
box plus/minus (BPM), and value
over replacement player (VORP), all
of which are advance statistics, have
dropped off, some more significant
than others, meanwhile his usage percentage has not changed.
Ok, so two down, one to go. His
all-world ability does not directly correlate with his diminishing game-togame impact. James is still considered
the best player in the NBA because of
his overall game and his ability to impact a game in various ways.
That assertion is true and it will still
probably be true for another season
or two. Theoretically, LeBron can still
change a game better than any other
player in the NBA because of his talent level, but in reality he cannot do
that every game because of his previously mentioned dip in athleticism
and efficiency.

Every all-time great goes through
this. They get the benefit of the doubt
based on past achievements, even
when a better player comes along. In
reality, Kareem was better than Wilt
in ‘69, Jordan was better than Magic
and Bird in ‘88, Shaq was better than
Jordan in ‘98, LeBron was better than
Kobe in ‘08 and now Curry and probably a few others are better than LeBron in 2015.
The once malleable, omnipotent
and robust LeBron James has come
and gone. He is now a slightly more
human version of superman.
It’s tough to think that LeBron is
past his prime and entered the stage
of his career where he shows signs of
decay. The guy is barely three decades
old, still putting up eye-popping stats,
to go along with nightly highlight
reels.
But that is what makes this guy so
freaking great, even as a player in
decline he is still really good. So stop
worrying NBA fans, LeBron still has
some good years ahead of him.
Javier Cortez may be reached at theprospectordaily.
sports@gmail.com.

